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House of Commons were less indulgent of Lord Ran-
dolph's gay skirmishing; and he was often left to
conduct his operations without his party's sanction.
Insubordinate to Mr. Gladstone's massive rule, he
was almost as insubordinate to his own less enter-
prising leaders. This led the cheerful gfterritttm and
his trio of supporters to view themselves as an
addition to the three existing groupings of Liberals,
Conservatives, and Irish under the impressive nick-
name of * The Fourth Party/ Never a good party
man, Lord Randolph indulged in a good many
private (and not so private) flings at the expense of
the more venerable and bearded occupants of the
Conservative Front Bench, known for derisive pur-
poses as * the Goats.* They found Lord Beaconsfield
himself * anything but Goaty/ But his more un-
bending deputies inspired in them a strong distaste
for party orthodoxy; and when death removed Lord
Beaconsfield, the young bravoes of the Fourth Party
were more than ever their own masters*

Independent in their tactics, they were independent
in their thought as well; and Lord Randolph was
presently enunciating an up-to-date improvement
upon current party doctrine under the attractive
name of Tory Democracy* Embellished with a few
Disraelian oracles, this interesting amalgam was
warranted to make electors think like Liberals and
vote Conservative* Its author candidly confessed,
when answering the fundamental question ** What is
Tory Democracy ? Tory Democracy is a democracy
which supports the Tory party/* Nothing could be
more disarming. As Lord Rosebery discerned in the